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"Withoutjusticebeingfreely,fully,andimpartiallyadministered,neither

ourpersons,norourrights,norourproperty,canbeprotected.Andifthese,

oreitherofthem,areregulatedbynocertainlaws,andaresubjecttono

certainprinciples,andareheldbynocertaintenure,andareredressed,

whenviolated,bynocertainremedies,societyfailsofallitsvalue;andmen

mayaswellreturntoastateofsavageandbarbarousindependence."

~JosephStory,SupremeCourtJustice.

A nation without lawyers is akin to a society of anarchy as

lawlessness,deprivationofrights,subjectionandhumiliationwouldprevail.

Inmoderntimes,virtuallyallaspectsoflifeareregulatedandprotected

bylaw,certain rights are entitled undersome ofthese laws,legal

representationbecomesimperativeineventfulbreachorinfringementof

therightsprovidedandprotected.Thedisciplineandprofessionoflawis

versatile;itembracesavarietyofsubjects,fieldsorskillscoveringalmost

everyaspectofhuman life,especiallyin modern times where legal

practitionershavefoundthemselvesinmanyaspectsoflifeasspecialists

inspecificareasoflaworgeneralpractice.Thispieceaimsatbringingto

lighttheessenceoftheModernlawyerinNigeria.Theclockofdestinyis

ticking out,and the modern lawyer must act on his duties and

responsibilitiesnowbeforeit’stoolate,suchdutiesandresponsibilities



willbecanvassedsubsequently.

TherationalewhytheModernLawyerisindispensableintheModern

Nigeriaincludesbutnotlimitedtothefollowingaspects;theVersatilityof

thelegalprofession,therolelawyersplayinthesociety,thevitalityofthe

profession,the contributionsoflawyersto nationaldevelopmentand

nationaldutiesasnationbuilders,effective administrationofjustice,

espouseofthelaw,defenseofessentiallibertiesofthecitizens,ensuring

justiceinthesociety,protectionandenforcementoffundamentalrights,

dispute resolution,draftingoflegalcontracts,conveyance deedsand

mortgages,promotionoftheruleoflaw,legaladviceandconsultancy,and

thedemandforlawyersinthecontemporarysociety.

Thenatureofthelegalprofessionissuchthatitcannotbesetaside

orneglected,itisabsolutelynecessaryandintegraltoamodernstatelike

Nigeria.Nowadays,alawyermayworkasajudgeinaCourtoflaw,lecturer

oflawinauniversity,companysecretaryordirectorofacompany,civil

servant,officeholderinanyothercapacity,solicitorandaboveallan

advocatewhichforallintentsisthemainrolealawyerplays.Accordingto

Wikipedia,alawyerisapersonwhopracticeslaw,asanadvocate,attorney,

attorneyatlaw,barrister,barrister-at-law,bar-at-law,counsel,counselor,

counseloratlaw,orsolicitor,butnotasaparalegalorcharterexecutive

secretary.

The vitality of the legal profession in Nigeria cannot be

overemphasizedthoughsomehavearguedthatovertheyears,lawyershave

contributed in corruptpractices,immoral,indiscipline and negligent

conductstowardstheirclientsandfosteringofinjusticeinlawgenerally,



butthisisnottenableinthecontemporarysocietyonthegroundsthatas

thelawisdynamicsoalsothesociety,suchhaschangedinthesensethat

theLegalPractitionerActprovidessituationswherealawyerwouldbe

punished for breach ofprofessionalconducts and also there exist

controllingbodiesofthe legalprofession like the BodyofBenchers

establishedbySection3(1)oftheLegalPractitioners(Amendment)Act

whichhasthefunctiontodisciplinemembersofthelegalprofession.The

originandgrowthofthelegalprofessioninNigeriaovertheyearsfromthe

eraofthecolonizationleftwritteninthesandsoftimegreatachievements

andreformationinthejudicialandpoliticalsystem inNigeria,theyhave

alsoplayedacrucialroleinreshaping,reformingandrestructuringofthe

nation’s laws in line with the principles of natural justice.Their

contributionsandrolesinthecountryinrecenttimeshavebeenrisingwith

the adventofinformationtechnologiesand growthincommercialand

industrialactivitiesalongwithrapiddevelopmentandstunninginnovations.

Anabsenceofskepticism inthefactthattheordinarybusinessof

lawyers,inmostmodernsocieties,isthatofpractitionersofthelaw,thisis

indisputably a stance incumbent for economic survival,in a highly

competitive world.Problemsand issueslawyersofthe contemporary

society attempt to solve and address,are parlous to the social

counterpoiseoftheNigerianpicture.ThetaskoftheNigerianlawyerin

recentyears becomes more significant,demanding more eloquence,

initiativeandtent.Disputeresolutionisattheapexoftherolesofalegal

practitioner,heistrainedinthatregard.Intimesofconflicts,lawyersplay

theirutmostrole.Today,litigationstillstandsasthemostcommonmethod

ofdisputeresolution,despitethefactsthatthecourtsadvisepartiesina



disputetohandletheirdisputethroughAlternativeDisputeResolution,yet

itstillremainsthefactthatpartiesapproachthecourtstoclarifyissues

arisingfromADRcentersandMulti-doorCourthouses.

ACalltoBarinNigeriaasanewwig,spellsthemunificentfidelityto

nationalduties,envisageintheliberalconventionofthosenationbuilders,

withtheblisteryaccretionofthecommercialandindustrialaffairsofthe

people.Inalmosteverysocietythereissomeambivalenceinthepopular

attitudetowardslawyers,theyaregenerallyvaluedaspracticalmenof

affairswhosetalentandspecialtrainingarealmostindispensableinany

humanorganization.Peopleinthesociety,calluponthem fornumerous

domesticand publicquestions.Asmentioned before now,the rate of

technologicaldevelopmentis on the rise,investments and business

corporationsareproliferating.Inventorsandpublishersofintellectual

worksrequirethequalifiedserviceofalegalpractitionerinhelpingthem

gettheirworks protected underintellectualpropertylaw.Forms of

intellectualpropertysuchaspatents,trademarks,copyrightstomention

butafewmustbeformallyregisteredwithagovernmentagencyinorderto

receivemaximumprotectionunderthelaw.

TheindispensabilityofthemodernlawyerinNigeriaissuchthatfor

aneffectiveandefficientadministrationofjusticeinlaw,toupholdthelaw

inallitsseverityand vigor,a virile,dynamicand courageousbaris

inevitable,theseattributedtothem,isnotjusttheirobligationsascitizens

butalsoaspecialdutyaslawyerstoupholdthefundamentalprinciplesof

justice,whichthelawcannotdepartfrom.Theexigencyoflawyerswhoare

boldandfearlessandhaveadequatecourage,boldnessandthedesireto



defendtheessentiallibertiesofthecitizensinhispursuitoflife,liberty

andhappinessandtoexposeinjusticefromanyquarterwhatsoeverremain

requisiteforharmonyandtranquilityinNigeria.Theadvocateasasocial

defenderistheretosafeguardthecitizensfromabuseoftheirrightswhich

indoingsooughtnottobecompromisinginthatregard.Heactsasawatch

dogforhiscommunity,asanadvocateshouldalwaysbereadytofightand

defendthepeople’sfreedomwithoutfearorfavor.Humanrightsviolations

andfundamentalrightsencroachmentandabusestillremainsubsistent,

mannersofsecuringandprotectingsuchentitlementsarebestcarriedby

legalpractitionerswhoarequalifiedastheyareskilledandlearnedin

handlingsuchdistinctivetasks.Mr.JusticeJacksononcecommentedthat

“ineveryvindicationoftherightsofindividualsandineveryadvancement

ofhumanlibertyinourhistory,thekeyfeaturewerelawyerswhowere

willingtorisktheirprofessionalreputationsandtheirfeaturesinpursuit

ofanideal.”

AlisanHannahattheNigerianBarAssociationannualconferenceon

11th of September 2015 reported that the prisons in Nigeria are

overcrowded,operatingat113%oftheirofficialestimates,whatgreatly

contributestotheseprisonsisthehighrateofpre-trialdetentionas69.3%

ofallprisonersinNigeriaareawaitingtrial.Itthusremainsthedutyofa

legalpractitionertorepresentsuchvictimsintheinterestofjustice,and

redeem thosewhoareinnocentandhavebeendetainedwrongfullyor

maliciouslyprosecuted.Inaddition,theAttorney-Generalthechieflaw

officerofthe FederationorState hasthe responsibilityofpunishing

offendersto ensure peace and socialequilibrium.Thisisone ofthe

importantfunctionslawyersperform inthe society,tacklingissuesof



criminalbreachand criminaldefense. Abraham Lincoln ina lecture

presentedon1stofJuly,1850"Theleadingruleforthelawyer,asfortheman

ofeveryothercalling,isdiligence.Leavenothingfortomorrowwhichcanbe

done today.Never let your correspondence fall behind."Diligence

mentionedalsobeaccountedbylawyerstotheprofession,andregards

mustbehadtoSections2(1)and24oftheLegalPractitionersActwhich

providesfordiligenceoflawyersinservingandfilingcourtprocesses,as

affirmedintheNigeriancaseofShellPetroleum DevelopmentCompany

OfNigeriaLimitedV.Sam RoyalHotelNigeriaLimited(2011)LPELR-

SC.150/2010

Oneoftheprimaryfunctionsoflawyersispreserving,promoting,and

protectingthe rule oflaw insociety.Anotherislegalrepresentation

whetheritisforanindividualorentityincourt,thisdutyisexclusivetoonly

membersofthelegalprofession.Thearticulationofargumentincourton

behalfofaclientisanotherpertinentduty.Legaladviceisabsolutely

imperativeinthecontemporaryNigeriansocietywherelawyersspecialized

in propertylicense usuallyprovide legaladvice to clients forgood

consideration,even ifno law suitiscontemplated orisin progress.

Furthermore,draftingofcontractswhichismostlyperformedinthefieldof

transactionallaw,businesslaw,commerciallaw,and companylaw to

mentionbutafew,requirestheservicesofalegalprofessional.Alookat

conveyancepracticeinNigeriaisanareaofhumanendeavorthatonly

lawyers can conduct.This however,includes drafting of necessary

documentsfortransferofrealproperty,likedeedsandmortgages,and

services.



Alawyerhasanassortmentofobligationswhichareessentialasa

memberoftheprofessiontheyinclude;hisdutytothecourtandthecourse

ofjustice,asakeyplayerintheadministrationofjusticeaninstanceishis

dutyasanofficerincourttomaintainandaccordthehighestrespectand

decorum tothecourt.Inaddition,heisexpectedtobepunctualtocourt,

properlydressed,addressthecourtproperly,beingcandidandfairamong

others.Incriminalmattersheisobligedtopresenthiscasewithextreme

impartialityandfairness.

There is a recent innovation which ArtificialIntelligence are

programmed indoinglegalwork,butthe researchcarried outbythe

EngineersautomatingArtificialIntelligenceinmostfirmsintheUnited

StateshasshownthattheadoptionofArtificialIntelligenceinfirmswillbe

a slow task-to-task process.Frank Levy,a labor economistatthe

MassachusettsInstituteofTechnologysaidthatthoughautomationwill

perform ataskortasksbutcannotperform all,it’snottrueorhappens

rarely.Nonetheless,itstillremainsanindisputablefactthatactionsof

lawyerslikeadvisingclients,writinglegalbriefs,negotiatingandappearing

incourt,seembeyondthereachofcomputerization.

WithoutlawyersinNigeria,whowillbetheretorepresentanaccused

person standing trial in court? Who will be there to defend the

underprivilegedwhentheyhavenoonetospeakforthem?Whowillprotect

thepoorfromtherich?Whowilldefendtheweakfromthemighty?Andwho

willdefendthecitizensfrom thestrangulationsandencroachmentsofa

vastbureaucraticpower?Theseandmanyotherthoughtsamongotherwhich

Iholdinmymindissufficienttoestablishtheindispensabilityofthe



modernlawyerinNigeria.

Inconclusion,themodernlawyerinNigeriaisindispensablethey

haveplayedrolesinbringingaboutmuchneededchangeinsociety.Andin

themodernsocietytheirdemandisontherisesoastomaintainthestatus

quoandsocialequilibriumamongthecitizensespeciallythoseinvolvedin

businessandcommercialtransactions.TheNigerianModernlawyerhas

alwaysandwillalwayscontinuetostrengthenthelawandupholditinthe

society,hisdutiesandobligationremaincrucialfororderandjusticeto

prevail,hehasalottocontributewhichhasbeenappreciatedgreatlyover

theyearsassignificantachievementsaretotheircredit.Thus,inthe

Modernsocietytheyareindispensableandtheirsubsistenceremainsof

greatvaluetotheNigeriansociety.
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