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Abstract:India, being a pluralistic society with, different religious groups started identifying themselves, and
pressing their cases for a better place in the society. It is challenging for people of India to assess them
again. The political movement has widened the sphere of such thinking. It has created an interest
amongst people of different religions all over India to know more about their religion and the roles they
are in performance. Though the Indian Constitution and number of progressive legislations have
removed many disabilities of minorities, the social equality is not yet unquestioned.1
Keywords:- Society, Religion, Equality, Idea, Community.
Introduction:India has been the home for centuries to all great religions of the world. Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has stated that religious tolerance and the ability to evolve, despite differences, is the
basis of India. Swami Vivekananda says that what makes our civilization great is the fact that it is based
on the idea of the co-existence of faiths - Sarva Dharma Sambhava. This notion implies that we have
equal respect for all Dharmas, for all faiths. Elaborating this idea Swami Vivekananda used the metaphor
of many rivers flowing into one mighty ocean. India is the place of origin of Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism
and Sikhism. So, co-existence has been a part of faith in India. Hinduism, the largest Indian faith by
population, is itself pluralistic and polytheist which gives each individual enough space to practice one’s
faith. Also, Buddha has been considered as one of the incarnations of Vishnu and worshipped by Hindus
for years2
One of the main problems about religion is its plurality or diversity. Not only are there several religions
but they differ from one another in many ways. Further, each claims to show the right way of life, each
claims to provide supreme peace and fulfillment. The phenomenon of plurality of religions raises several
philosophical questions. These questions lead to another field known as ‘Comparative Study of
Religions’, and so they are not discussed here. Diversity of religion, however, is not merely a
philosophical problem. It has immense social, cultural and political consequences. Differences among
religions have been one of the main causes of wars and communal riots all through human history. Even
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in normal, peaceful society, many people harbor prejudice and ill will towards followers of religions
other than their own. More than a hundred years ago, Swami Vivekananda said: ‘And thus we find that,
though there is nothing that has brought to man more blessings than religion, yet at the same time,
there is anything that has brought more horror than religion. Nothing has made more for peace and love
than religion; nothing has engendered fiercer hatred than religion. Nothing has made the brotherhood
of man more tangible than religion; nothing has bred more bitter enmity between man and man than
religion. Nothing has built more charitable institutions, more hospitals for men and even for animals,
than religion; nothing has deluged the world with more blood than religion. 3
Definition of Communal, Communalism:‘Communal’ means: i) for common use or benefit shared;
ii) Of or relating to a commune;
iii) Of or relating to the community and iv) Between different communities. 4
Unfortunately British Raj perused “Divide and Rule” policy to extend their domination and sowed the
seeds of communal disharmony by creating fear, hatred and suspicion among diverse linguistic and
religious cultures. These policies lead to territorial division sharpening the communal divide among the
communities. After independence it was expected that the fear, hatred and suspicion among the
communities would be diluted gradually and Indian identity would be strengthened. The Constitution of
India committed to preserve, promote and defend the secular, pluralistic, socialist and democratic
values. But unfortunately the polity of the country, perused power politics of hate and misinformation
campaign for electoral gains, resulting in divisive politics of setting one community against the others.
Never has been the question of communal disharmony and social disintegration raised to such a wide
range of emotions as of today. Communal tension in India has been mounting year after year and
fundamental and anti national groups is engaging themselves to reap the harvest of hatred among the
communities by encouraging the politics of vote banks at the cost of nation’s disintegration. 5
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Data’s are taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_massacres_in_India.
Communal disharmony and conflicts are fuelled by fear, suspicion and hatred. It depends on local
conditions whether the division expresses itself along religious, economic, political, caste or colour lines.
Whatever be the form, insecurity is perhaps the major cause of individual and social dissensions. We
have not till now had many instances, of societies or communities that are fully integrated and therefore
fearless. The societies and individuals must rise above fear, jealousy and hate. When such individuals
combine themselves into a community, the problem of communal jealousy and discord will disappear.
The positive assertive role of both majority and minority communities to lessen the fear, hatred and
suspicion is essential to generate communal harmony.
Humanism, love and compassion are the core values of all religions and hatred and violence are travesty
of religions. Genuine religion builds bridges of solidarity between peoples of different faiths. Religion, as
Sri Ramakrishna explained, is like a river leading its followers to the great Ocean of God. When the
human relates to the Divine, there flows a process of the human being elevated to the realm of the
Divine. ‘To be fully human is to be divine’. No religion preaches hatred. A true religion is transformative
having the power to create “a new heaven and a new earth”. Gandhi Ji referred to the religion “which
transcends Hinduism, which changes one’s very nature, which binds one indissolubly to the truth within
and whichever purifies”. That was the reason why he was not afraid of religious pluralism or expressions
of religious sentiments.6
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It is the fundamentalist organizations that are mixing politics with religion. It is those who use religion
for their own narrow, vested interests who are responsible for the sad state of affairs in India. It is the
outcome of their inadequate knowledge, their institutionalized perception of religion and their
fundamentalist attitudes and practices. It is their selective and literal interpretation of their scriptures,
which is unhistorical. Civil societies have to join together to thwart the narrow-minded policies of the
polity with an iron hand to create communal harmony. As Neera Chandhoke rightly puts it in her book
“Beyond Secularism” (Oxford 2000), “This, as we can see, has serious implications not only for the multireligious, multilinguistic, and multi-ethnic nature of Indian society, but also for the cultural and religious
rights that the Constitution has granted to the minorities. Promotion of Indian identity through the
processes of creating multi-cultural, multi-social and multi-sectoral group will smoothen and cover other
divisive identities.7
From the beginning of this century, the leaders of our country’s freedom struggle proclaimed their
commitment to secularism. For Gandhiji, secularism, in other words, the equality of all religions was
founded in the doctrine of Sarva Dharma Sambhava. Dr. Radhakrishnan phrased this concept aptly: “We
hold that no one religion should be given preferential status, or unique distinction, that no one religion
should be accorded special privileges in national life, or international relations; for that would be a
violation of the basic principles of democracy and contrary to the best interest of religion and
government… ”
The Indian masses have been always been supportive for promoting harmony between various
communities, but divisive efforts by fundamental sections and political groups have tried to create
misconceptions through policies of fear, suspicion and hatred for narrow gains. The need of the hour is
to preserve, promote and defend the secular, pluralistic, socialist and democratic values of our
Constitution. The freedom of conscience to profess, practice and propagate one's own religion and
culture as guaranteed in the Constitution must be strengthened. At the same time no inducement or
coercion should be used to bring pressure on people for conversion or re-conversion. The differences if
at all arise should be resolved through mutual understanding and dialogue. Peaceful methods of solving
existing contentious through a process of give and take should be encouraged. Majority of citizens in
India are concerned over this alarming situation of current communal disharmony and realize, if the
situation is allowed to continue unchecked, secularism in India would disappear and the democratic
fabric of India, the biggest democracy of the world, would collapse and the development of the people
of India would be permanently deterred. This will also strengthen the process of disintegration of this
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nation – fulfilling the desire of anti national elements. The need for mobilizing like-minded people at the
national level and creating among them an awareness of the dangers involved in communal hatred and
conflicts and of the need for joining hands and protesting against such divisive and destructive forces is
now strongly felt. This process needs to be hastened by finding ways and means to change the mindset
of people from narrow religious, linguistic and regional identity or allegiance to a broader identity of
Indian ness. The biggest challenge is to merge the religious, linguistic and regional identity into a
national identity, while maintaining the other identities and cultures. Lasting harmony between
heterogeneous communities can only come through recognition of the ‘ oneness of mankind’, and
awareness of a realization, that differences that divide us along ethnic and religious lines have no
foundation. Just as there are no boundaries drawn on the earth to separate nations, distinctions of
social, economic, ethnic and religious identity imposed by peoples is artificial; they have only benefited
those with vested interests.8 The Dalai Lama says the enduring harmony between India's many religions
is proof to the world that different communities can live peacefully and solve problems together. The
Tibetan Buddhist spiritual leader has lived for decades in exile in India's Himalayan foothill city of
Dharamsala, after fleeing China after a failed 1959 uprising. He said Saturday that "India is the only
country where all major world religions live together; not only in modern time, but over 1,000 years.

The Dalai Lama was speaking to leaders from nine religious groups invited for two days of meetings to
mull some of India's biggest problems, including poverty, attacks on women, environmental degradation
and communal violence. He stressed that there was no justification for fighting in the name of faith,
calling it "unthinkable."9
It is essential to commit ourselves to preserve, promote and defend the secular, pluralistic, socialist and
democratic values of our Constitution. The freedom of conscience to profess, practice and propagate
one's own religion as guaranteed in the Constitution must be strengthened. At the same time no
inducement or coercion should be used to bring pressure on people for conversion or re-conversion.
The differences if at all arise should be resolved through mutual understanding and dialogue.
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Resolution towards Communal Harmony:Some of the major steps towards communal harmony are to: Counter in thought, word, deed and collective actions the dangerous attempts to communalize
the society and polity.
 Resolve to expose and contain the politics of hate propagated by majority or minority
communalism.
 Protect, preserve and defend our Indian constitution in its entirety as enunciated by its founding
fathers.
 Protect the pluralist tradition and the multi-cultural fabric of the country.
 Take all measures to contain the politics of hate and misinformation resulting in divisive politics
of setting one community against the others.
 Stop communalization of national institutions like education, history, and the polity of the
nation.
 Constitute state Human Rights, Minorities and Women's commissions in all States with statutory
powers, ensuring adequate representation to people's organizations and ensuring time-bound
disposal of cases involved.
 Bring to justice and take stringent action against those who incite and indulge in communal
violence and riots.
 Set up in all States courts on par with High Courts for time-bound, speedy disposal of cases
associated with communal riots.
 Take special measures to protect women and children who are the worst hit victims of
communal violence.
 Sensitize and motivate enforcers of law to take effective and prompt action to prevent and
contain communal violence. The public servants that fail in the above responsibility must be
dealt with properly and severely.
 Wean away the youth of this country from falling victims to communalization and take steps to
strengthen the spirit of Indian identity.10
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